SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Audit Committee held on Monday 7th November 2005 in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 p.m.

PRESENT






Cllr C Osborne (Chairman)






  “   P Blaine






  “   R Frood





  “   D Gale

Also in attendance Cllr R Smith

The Chairman welcomed Cllr Frood to his first meeting since joining the Committee.

1.  APOLOGIES: for absence were received from Cllr McMurdo.

2  STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FROM MEMBERS   
(A9/05)

(a) Prejudicial Interests

There were none.

(b) Personal interests

	
	
	
	

	Cllr Gale
	Agenda Item 7
	Special Items of Expenditure, i.e. Cricket Club request
	Member is a Life Member of  Sandy Cricket Club

	
	
	
	


3. MINUTES   







(A10/05)


The Minutes of the Meeting of the Audit Committee held on Monday 26th September 2005 and as approved, amended and adopted by Council Meeting on Monday 24th October 2005, which had been previously circulated, were signed.

PART ‘A’ RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL


6. LISTS OF PROPOSED SPECIAL ITEMS OF EXPENDITURE FOR 2006/07(A14/05)

Emergency Lighting to toilets in Council Offices

It has recently been identified that there is no emergency lighting in any of the toilets in the Council Offices.  As there are no windows either, in the event of a power cut (whether caused by a fire or otherwise) the rooms are completely dark.  As a result they have been identified as a risk to health and safety.
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: That the Town Council install emergency lighting immediately in the four toilets at the Council Offices for a total cost of £400, to be taken from the 2005/2006 Contingency Account.

(SEE ALSO PART 'B' MINUTES, RESOLVED MATTERS -MINUTE NO (A14/05)

PART ‘B’ RESOLVED MATTERS

4. 2005/2006 ACCOUNTS STATEMENT TO DATE



(A11/05)
The Income and Expenditure Balance Sheets for the period 1st April 2005 to 30th September 2005, which had been previously circulated, were considered. The Finance Officer answered various questions from members about the estimate sub-heads, in particular on:
4217
Office Maintenance/Security

4233
Council Grants and Donations
4307
Vehicle Insurance and Licences

Members were impressed by the clarity of the reports produced by the new Accounts package and expressed their thanks to the Finance Officer.
RESOLVED: (a) That the Income and Expenditure Balance Sheets to 30th September 2005 be received and noted.

(b) That the Finance Officer be requested to produce the Income and Expenditure Balance Sheets quarterly for the Members of the Audit Committee.

5. CONTINGENCY ACCOUNT 2005/2006




(A12/05)

The report on the balance held in the Contingency Account, which had been previously circulated, was received and considered. A sum of £3662.00 remained in the contingency account at 30th September 2005.


RESOLVED: That the position be noted.

6. ANNUAL ACCOUNTS FOR 2005/2006 - CURRENT AND PROJECTED POSITIONS ON SUPPLEMENTARY ACCOUNTS





(A13/05)

(a) Capital Account
The Management Report - Bank Statement for the account, together with the projected figures to Financial year-end 2005/2006, which had been previously circulated, were received and considered.  It was noted that the earmarked sums contained £9,000 for the storage of Roman artefacts, which the Clerk confirmed would still be needed when the cataloguing of the items found in the Cemetery was finally completed.  There is also £50,000 earmarked as a contribution to the cost of a town centre car park.

RESOLVED: (i) That the position be noted.

(ii) That Town Council should review its earmarked funds (Capital Programme) at its first meeting after the beginning of the 2006/2007 financial year.

(b) Repairs and Renewals Fund
The Management Report - Bank Statement for the account, together with the projected figures to Financial year end 2005/2006, which had been previously circulated, was received and considered.


RESOLVED: That the position be noted.



7. LISTS OF PROPOSED SPECIAL ITEMS OF EXPENDITURE FOR 2005/2006 








   
(A14/05)

The list of proposed Special Items of Expenditure requested for 2006/2007 and which had been previously circulated was received and considered. The Finance Officer explained the need for each item. 

RESOLVED: (a) That the list of Special Items be approved and categorised for the consideration of the Finance and General Purposes Committee on 12th December 2005. (COPY OF LISTS ATTACHED - APPENDIX A)
(SEE ALSO PART 'A' MINUTES - RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL MINUTE NO (A14/05)

8. DRAFT ANNUAL ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE FOR 2006/2007
(A15/05)

The Draft Annual Estimates of Expenditure for 2006/2007, which had been previously circulated, were received and considered.  Members worked through each Income and Expenditure sub-head in detail and the Finance Officer and the Clerk answered questions. The following items were agreed for inclusion in the Estimates before submission to Council:

4230 & 4231 Increase Mayor and Deputy Mayor's Allowances by 5%.

6176 Contribution to Repairs and Renewals Fund to be set at £5,000.
The Clerk informed Members that items to be considered by the Staffing Committee at its meeting on 14th November 2005 could affect the overall Staffing estimate.


RESOLVED: That the Draft Annual Estimates be approved for submission to Full Council at the Annual Estimates Meeting due to be held on 23rd January 2006. 

APPENDIX 'A'

AUDIT COMMITTEE - 7.11.05



7. LISTS OF PROPOSED SPECIAL ITEMS OF EXPENDITURE FOR 2006/2007

 (a) Summary of Proposed Special Items of Expenditure from the Revenue Account
Priority 1 - Essential

Priority 2 - High Priority

Priority 3 - Desirable

Priority 4 - Low Priority

Priority 5 - Not recommended by Audit Committee

Council Offices

Additional Chain on Mayor’s Insignia
New


   £  600.00
  Priority 2
Digital Camera



New


   £  150.00
  Priority 2
Bedford Road Recreation Ground

	Chain link fencing

	Repair
	£450.00
	Priority 2


Sunderland Road Recreation Ground




	Remove fence posts at Skatepark
	Repair
	£  225.00
	Priority 1

	
	
	
	


Cricket Club

	Sisis motorised scarifier
	Replacement
	£3000.00
	Priority 5







instead


	Hire of scarifier
	
	£250.00
	Priority 1


Plus additional reels for present machine
  New


   £525.00
   Priority 1







Flower Beds


	Planting of beds at Faynes Corner

	Replacement
	£800.00
	Priority 3


Riddy

	Two benches
	New
	£120.00
	Priority 3


Car Park

4 concrete bollards for grass verge

  New


   £220.00
    Priority 5

S.E.G.
Special Project Grant



  New


    £500.00
    Priority 3
(b) Summary of Proposed Special Expenditure from the Repairs and Renewals Fund

Priority 1 - Essential

Priority 2 - High Priority

Priority 3 - Desirable

Priority 4 - Low Priority

Priority 5 - Not recommended by Audit Committee
Stratford Road Depot

	Cut & Strim Hand Mowers x 2
	Replacement
	£ 1300.00
	Priority 1

	Strimmer, Stihl fs 350 x 2
	Replacement
	£ 1000.00
	Priority 1


(c) Summary of Proposed Special Items of Expenditure from the Capital Account

Priority 1 - Essential

Priority 2 - High Priority

Priority 3 - Desirable

Priority 4 - Low Priority

Priority 5 - Not recommended by Audit Committee
Bedford Road Recreation Ground

	Palisade fencing to rear of Pavilion
	New
	£1000.00
	Priority 2

	Rainbow Tube slide, replacement
	Replacement
	£4182.00

	Priority 1


Sunderland Road Playing Field

	Rainbow Multi-play platforms

	Replacement
	£1400.00
	Priority 1


3
5

